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[Abstract]

Weaning is the first critical transition period after birth for cattle. Calves initially rely on milk to meet nutrient
demands for maintenance and growth and shift to solid feed consumption with concomitant development of
absorption and metabolic functions as ruminants. Nutrition during this critical window period can affect the long-
term performance of cattle. From the 2010s, the effects of forage provision during the pre- and postweaning period
on the performance of calves (e.g., dry matter intake, and daily gain) have been well researched. Recently, studies
have reported the effects of a forage starter on rearing performance. This review focuses on the nutritional and
physiological effects of forage feeding on the performance of calves during the pre- and postweaning periods to
formulate a practical expectation of the practice.

Keywords: calf starter, forage starter, rumen development, salivary secretion, weaning
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