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The challenge of mastitis control
-The difference between farmers and veterinarians about the sense of mastitis-
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[Abstract]

It is commonly thought that mastitis is one of the most important factors in loss of milk
production and quality. However, it remains to be elucidated which factors dairy farmers think
trigger mastitis. Tokachi Mastitis Council (TMC) took a questionnaire survey about milking method
in 1995.To better understand the relationship between milking method and mastitis and understand
the gap of awareness, handling method and prevention against mastitis between dairy farmers and
veterinarians, here we study the survey in 1995 and another new questionnaire survey conducted
with 223 dairy farmers and milking specialists. Here we found that recommended milking method
plays an important part in the improvement of milk quality from 1995. 86.1% of dairy farmers
think that mastitis is a problem. Dairy farmers and veterinarians think that milking sanitation,
management of feeding and maintenance of milking system are important factors to prevent
mastitis. On the other hand, low rate of dairy farmers think that milking sanitation and method is an
important factor to cause mastitis. Those observations indicate that dairy farmers and veterinarians
think different about the factors of mastitis. These results provide an insight that more veterinarians
and related organizations need to enlighten and educate dairy farmers to understand that milking
sanitation and method is an important factor to prevent mastitis and improvement of milk quality.
Key words: dairy farm, mastitis control, questionnaire, Tokachi Mastitis Council (TMC)
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