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[Abstract]

The idea of improving animal welfare (AW) derives from utilitarianism in Europe after the 18th century, but
has been developed by the OIE as an international code since 2004. As OIE defines “AW as the physical and
mental state of an animal in relation to the conditions in which it lives and dies”, AW improvement means
improvement to better rather than good. AW improvement has been studied from three aspects: consideration of
emotions such as reduction of pain and distress and promotion of pleasure, consideration of fitness (stress), and
consideration of promotion of normal behavior by providing natural environmental factors. OIE has been guided
by the "five freedoms (and five provisions)" for AW improvement. Among the improvement directions of AW, pain
alleviation and pleasure promotion, expression of normal behavior promotion and positive handling from people
have not been addressed by livestock farming as they seem not to be directly linked to profits, but these
improvements also improve productivity. In terms of animal husbandry, it can be evaluated as precision animal
management. In Japan, AW promotion has been called out with the establishment of the Consumer Agency, the
food sourcing policy at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympic Games, and the revision of the Course of Study
by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. Under the Lisbon Treaty, the EU has been
promoting AW through legal restrictions on AW and subsidies directly paid by the Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP). In the United States, in addition to regulation by state law, retailers move to promote AW in response to
consumer trends, and the trend appears as a symbolic movement toward cage-free eggs in the United States from
around 2012, in Latin America from around 2016, and in Asia from around 2018.

Keywords: Emotion, Five freedoms, Normal behavior, OIE, Stress
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