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[Abstract]

Cryptosporidium spp. are protozoan parasites which infect intestinal mucosa of humans and animals. The
parasites mainly cause watery diarrhea in the infected hosts, sometimes resulingt in the death especially in calves.
So far, effective drugs and prevention measures against the parasites are not available. Numerous oocysts are
shedded in the feces of the hosts, and they possess tolerance to disinfectants and can survive in the environment.
Because it is difficult to inactivate or remove the oocysts, these oocysts can be potential source of infections in the
farms for a long period. Now, many problems in diagnoses, therapies, or environmental controls remain
unresolved. Here, to contribute to understanding of these parasites, basic and applied information and problems in
the future are summarized.
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