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[Abstract]

Prevention of infectious enteritis is based on normal immune function in calf. Immune system of the calf
would be affected by pre-partum health and partum management of the dam. Reduced immune response has been
observed in calves born to cows with high levels of inflammation. Because high concentrations of non-esterified
fatty acids(NEFA) have been reported to have a response similar to that of stimulating immunity by in vitro study,
immune function of calves born to cows with high blood NEFA levels prior to calving may be altered compared to
normal conditions. Since stress promotes lipolysis, overcrowding during the dry period must be avoided. It is
important to check for overcrowding, especially in cases where the optimal number of animals in the housing
environment is not clear. Quickly after birth, sufficient colostrum should be fed for the calf to achieve adequate
immunity. For shorten the time between birth and colostrum drinking, the calf should not receive excessive
pressure at birth. In order to do that, it is necessary that the calf is not pulled by a strong force at parturition and
that it is born in a short time. Management of moving cows at delivery may prolong calving time. Hypocalcemia is
easily imagined to be associated with prolonged delivery time, so this prevention is also necessary. Because
magnesium is involved in the function of parathyroid hormone, management of reduced dry matter intake during
the dry period should be a priority for improvement.
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